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- The principal activity of my visit to Japan was to participate in the Tohoku Forum for Creativity Thematic Program 2017
“New Horizons in Food Science via Agricultural Imnmunology” and the Tohoku Youth program 2017 “Frontiers in Agricultural
Immunology”. My visit allowed me to analyze results, define general and specific objectives, set priorities, allocate tasks and
strengthen the research collaboration between the members of the Core-to-Core Program, especially between the CERELA-
CONICET and the CFAI of Tohoku University. The visit was undoubtedly of great importance to strengthening cooperation
activities already underway between the groups of Argentina and Japan, and to start new tasks in collaboration with other
members of the Core-to-Core Program. The Core-to-Core Program is an excellent mechanism for promoting and
strengthening scientific collaborations between the member countries because it allowed us to have several fruitful
discussions with Japanese and foreign scientists. The members of the CFAI prepared an excellent schedule of meetings,
visits and discussions for foreign scientists. The discussions of research projects in the fields of animal, plant and fish
immunology were excellent opportunities for information exchange, and | found the open and honest discussions very
valuable. | had also meetings and discussions with several students belonging to Tohoku University to analyze results, and
define future objectives for their research projects. | was very impressed with the very organized and systematic approach
being undertaken by CFAI professors to give students the possibility to show their research projects in the Tohoku Youth
program. | should confess that it was one of my favorite activities during my visit to Japan. It was also a great experience for
the students of my laboratory that visited Japan with me. | want to offer my sincere thanks for the CFAI, the Tohoku Forum
for Creativity and Core-to-Core program members for their kindness and help throughout my stay in Sendai. (JuliocA &)

- During my stay in Japan, | was able to participate in the Tohoku Forum for Creativity Thematic Program 2017 “New
Horizons in Food Science via Agricultural Immunology” and the Tohoku Youth program 2017 “Frontiers in Agricultural
Immunology”. | presented my research work and received positive comments from Japanese and foreign scientists as well
as the students of Tohoku University. | was a wonderful experience for me to exchange ideas and | was very happy to be
awarded for my work. | also had the opportunity to participate in research activities related to the project
“Immunobiogenomics: genomics-based studies to provide insights into how immunobiotic bacteria stimulate the mucosal
immune system” from Drs. Haruki Kitazawa (Japan) and Julio Villena (Argentina). | talked and discussed with Japanese
students and researchers working in the field of immunology and genomics. It was a great experience to me to listen about
the projects that are conducting Japanese scientists in the CFAL | would like to thank the JSPS Core-to-Core program for
allowing me to come to Japan to live this great scientific and cultural experience!! (Leonardo=A &)

- The main purpose of my visit to Food & Feed Immunology Group and Livestock Immunology Laboratory Unit of CFAI,
Graduate School of Agricultural Science, Tohoku University was to carry out studies and research activities on the
“Immunoregulatory capacities of the probiotic strain Lactobacillus fermentum UCO-979C”. These studies are part of the
JSPS Core-to-Core Program A (Advanced Research Networks) entitled “Establishment of international agricultural
immunology research-core for a quantum improvement in food safety". The studies will also contribute to concluding my
PhD thesis. The opportunity of implementing porcine intestinal epithelial cells as useful human model in my investigations
has been extremely helpful. We believe that it will be possible to get publication in a high impact journal with the results
obtained in these experiments. In addition, the results impelled us to perform deeper investigations and so further work is
planned. A second visit to the Food & Feed Immunology Group of Tohoku University in next year is already scheduled.

As part of above mentioned international research project, | also collaborated in the experiments aimed to evaluate the
effects of immunobiotics in different cell lines for comparative studies of strains from different sources and | participated in
the genome sequencing of several lactic acid bacteria for further comparative studies. | also had the opportunity to
participate in discussion activities related to projects from students of the Food and Feed Immunology Group. | was able to
collaborate in the preparation of oral and poster presentations of students from the group, who received an English
Presentation Award. Finally, | deeply appreciate for the great support by Core-to-Core program. (ValeriacAs&kY)

CFAIBIEVA—R(BHED) LEFE




