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4th International conference

Organic Rice Farming and Production Systems
Sendai - Japan
September 4th - 7th. 2023

The objective of the conference is to stimulate and foster exchanges between scientists, ricegrowers
as well as other stakeholders in the organic rice production and commercialization chain. These
exchanges, focused on organic rice production in different regions throughout the world, will be
organized in order to 1) assess actual knowledge of the functioning of organic rice production
systems, 2) identify innovations being undertaken and obstacles that block the development of the
systems, 3) analyze the impact of different types of organic rice production on food quality, health
and the environment, 4) strengthen the international innovation network on sustainable rice
production, and 5) explore the issues, the levers and the consequences of a change of scale toward
the mainstreaming of organic agriculture throughout the whole agri-food chain.

Provisional program

Session 1 Current situation of organic rice in the world

Session 2 Organic rice production: cropping and farming system
Session 3 Organic chains: processing, marketing and consumption
Session 4 Quality, nutrition and health

Session 5 Agroecosystem, biodiversity and landscape

Session 6 Toward a change of scale of organic production

Round table Discussion on future scenarios and conclusions
Field trips and discussion

Background of the International Symposium on Organic Rice Production Systems:

The 1st International Symposium on Organic Rice Production Systems was held in September 2012
by the Montpellier Center of the French National Agricultural Research Institute. Since 2000, the
center has been conducting participatory research in collaboration with farmers, focusing on the
promotion of organic rice in the Camargue region, which extends to the delta at the mouth of the
Rhone River. The symposium was planned to make an international comparison of organic rice
production systems based on the outputs of this research. This aim was shared among the
participants, and the second was held in Milan, Italy in September 2015 in the framework of the
International EXPO Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life. The third was held in Porto Alegre, Brazil in
March 2018. The 4th International Symposium had been scheduled to be held in August-September
2021, but it was decided to postpone it due to the Covid 19 pandemic, various obstacles to

participation from overseas.
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Time schedule
2023 March Call for Abstracts for oral and poster
April Registration started
May Abstract submission deadline
June Abstract status notification email sent to all submitters
July Paper submission deadline
September 4-7 ORP4 meeting

Scientific Committee:

Jean-Marc Barbier (Agronomy, INRAE Montpellier, France), Stefano Bocchi (Agroecology, Milano
University, Italy), Raymond Epp (farmer, Menno village, Japan), Kazumasa Hidaka (Agroecology,
Ehime University, Japan), Koki Honma (Crop science, Tohoku University, Japan), Keiichi Ishii
(Rural economics, Tohoku University, Japan), Nobuhiro Kaneko (Soil science, Fukushima
university, Japan), Masakazu Komatsuzaki (Agronomy, Ibaraki University, Japan), Naoya
Matsudaira (Rural economics, Kyoto University, Japan), Takuya Mineta (Agronomy, NARO, Japan),
Shigenori Miura (Agronomy, NARO, Japan), Jyoji Muramoto (Agroecology, University of California,
Santa Cruz, USA), Jean-Claude Mouret (Agronomy, INRAE Montpellier, France), Yoshiaki
Nishikawa (Rural economics, Ryukoku University, Japan), Mizuhiko Nishida (Soil science, Tohoku
University, Japan), Sanae Sawanobori (Agroecology, Keisen University, Japan), Yudhvir Singh
(Agronomy, Indian Agricultural Research Institute, India), Nina Shimoguchi (Rural economics,

Tokyo university of agriculture, Japan), Hiroyuki Yasue (Rural economics, NARO, Japan)
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Contact :
Keiichi Ishii
Tohoku University
Graduate school of Agricultural Science
468-1 Aramaki Aza Aoba, Aoba-ku, Sendai, Miyagi, 980-8572, Japan
TEL. +81-22-757-4208
E-mail
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